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Greetings from COFACE Families Europe — a network of family organizations
from 23 countries.

Together with our members and with the financial support of the European
Commission we build a family friendly society in line with our values of pluralism and
non-discrimination, also taking always into account the special needs and rights of
large families.

You might be aware that according to Sociologist prof. Esping Andersen,
there are three key players in the production of welfare: the state, the market and
the family. All of us, women and men, adults and children we need a family of some
kind. It is quite clear that politics at any level cannot disregard the family as part of
the nature of human being. And were decision makers do so, family organizations
are on hand to call them to order. That is what COFACE Families Europe does
towards the EU, and what COFACE members do towards their national partners.

So we are delighted to be here today with you in this era of video. Indeed, it
is the 21" century. A digital century with new challenges for families (economic,
demographic, social.) We need to rethink family policy holistically to ensure a real
continuum of support. We are convinced that what families need all over Europe can
be resumed in RST, they need a mix of resources, services, and time. We cannot talk
about one dimension without the other - they are all part of the same reconciliation
equation. This continuum of support is essential to allow all families in Europe to
thrive, to care for their children and ageing parents and not have to make choices
between work and family.

Our vision is clearly set out in our COFACE paper “Families on the Edge” from
March 2017.

Coface Families Europe is delighted that the European Union responded to
our demands in April this year! The European Commission proposed a package of
measures to help working parents and working carers, focusing on paternity leave,
parental leave, carers leave, and flexible work arrangements.

We very much welcomed the legislative proposal of the European
Commission - we need EU legislation to ensure enforcement and real access to
family leaves.

We welcome the life-course perspective taken in the approach of the
Commission, in line with demographic realities of our shrinking and wrinkling
population and with increasing numbers of three- and four-generation families.
Working parents and adults with ageing parents, both need resources, services and
time.

We welcome the objective of supporting more women into the labour
market and supporting men in their family carer role to close the so called Care Gap.
Worklife balance and gender equality go hand in hand.

This Commission proposal does not impose one model for family life and
organisation, but ultimately paves the way for providing a continuum of support
which will give real choices and options for families. Which is good, since this is
currently not the case across many EU countries. We believe Europe can contribute



positively to the life of families, and as Coface Families Europe we will do our best to
ensure this new legislative proposal on worklife balance is passed.

We count on the full support of ASPE and all our members! Together we can
build a better society for all families.

Many thanks and on behalf of COFACE Families Europe, | wish you all success
with this conference.

Xapetiopog amnd tnv COFACE Families Europe— éva 68iKTUO OLKOYEVELOKWV
0PYQVWOEWV ano 23 Kpatn.

Y& ouvepyaoio He To HEAN HAC KAl TNV OLKOVOULKA othplen tTn¢ Eupwmnaikng
Emutpomnng, xtiloupe pia Kowvwvia ALK yLa TNV OLKOYEVELD, CUVETIELG TTPOG TIG A€leg
TOU MAOUPAALOMOU Kol xwpic dlakpioelg, Aappfavovrtog eniong umoyn MAVIOTE TIG
€LOIKEC AVAYKEG KAl TO SIKALWHOTO TWV HEYAAWV olkoyevelwv. Q¢ Mpodedpog g
«COFACE Owkoyéveleg tnG Eupwmnng», elpatl xapolpevn mou ameuBUvVopaL 08 €04C
ONUEPO LECQ QIO AUTO TO UNVUUOAL.

N'vwpilete mBavwg otL cludpwva Pe Tov KaBnyntr kowwvioAoyiag Eomivyk
AVTEPOEV, UTIAPXOUV Tpla CNUAVTLKA CUOTOTLKA yla TNV Tapoywyr gunueplag: n
TIOALTELQ, N ayopd Kal N owoyévela. OAoL pag, yuvaikeg kol avOpeg, eviAlkol Kot
matdla xpelalOpaote pla olkoyévela. Eival cadég ot n moAttik o kKaBe eminedo
bev umopel va mapabswpel TNV OLKOYEVELA WG LEPOC TNG avBpwTvng ovtotntag. Kat
oV OUTO yilvetal amd autoug mou AapuPBdavouv T amodAoEL;, OL OLKOYEVELAKEG
opyavwoelg elval €dw yw va toug emavadépouv otnv TAEn. AuTO KAVEL N
ouvopooTiovdia OLKOYEVELOKWY opyavwoewv otnv Eupwmaikiy Evwon «COFACE
olkoyéveleg TnG Eupwmng» mpog tv Eupwnaikr Evwon kat to i6lo kAvouv kal ta
HEAN HOG TTPOG TOUC EOVIKOUG VOUODETEG.

Xawpouaote mou eipaote onuepa edw pall cag otnv emoxn tou Pivteo.
Ovtwg, eivat 0 21% awwvag. Evag Pndlakdc atwvag mou BETel vEeg MTPOKAAOELS yLa
TIC OLKOYEVELEC (OLKOVOULKEG, OnuoypadlkéG, KOWWVIKEG). Xpeldletal va
OKEDTOMOOTE TNV OLKOYEVELOKN TIOALTIKA) OALOTIKA, yla va efaodoaAicoupe pia
ouvexn ypapun umootnpnc. Eipoote memelopévol OTL autd Tou Xpeldlovtal ol
OLKOYEVELEC o€ OAN TNV Eupwrn pmopel va ocuumnepAndBel oe tpelg Aé€elg: mopol,
UTINPECLEG KAl XpOVOG. Aev PTMoOpoUpE va okedptoupe tn pia Stdotaon xwplig Tig
AaAAeg 8U0 — elval pépog TG (blag e€LowoEewC, TIOU €lval OUCLAOTLKA yla va ETUTPEPEL
0€ OAEC TIC OLKOYEVELEG 0TNV Eupwrn va eunuepolv, va dpovticouv Ta matdld Toug
KOlL TOUG NALKLWUEVOUC YOVEIG TOUC KOl VAl LNV KAVOUV €TIAOYEG HETAEY Epyaaiag Kot
olKoyévelag. To Opapd pag neplypadetal Egkabapa oTo MOVNUA LG «OLKOYEVELEC
OTO HeTaiyuto», Maptiog 2017.

H Coface Families Europe eivat evBouclaopévn mou n Eupwmaiky Evwon
ovtamokpibnke ot amaltiosl pag tov Ampidlo ¢étog! H Eupwmaikn Evwon
TPOTELVE £va TIAKETO UETPWV yla va Bonbnosl toug epyalOUEVOUG YOVEIC Kal Ta
atopa mou gpyalovtal kKot ppovtilouv aAoug (bpovTloTég), otialovtag otnv adsla
aTPOTNTAC, TNV YOVEIKN AdeLla, TNV Adela yia GPOVTLOTEC KL TAL EVEALKTA EPYOOLOKA
oxnuara.



KaAobexopaote tn vopoBetikn mpwtofoulia tng Eupwmnaikng Emitpomnng,
xpelalopaocte vopoBeoia yla va SiachaAlicoupe tnv emBOAN Kol TPAYUATIKA
T(POCPAON OTLG OLKOYEVELAKEG ASELEG.

KaAwoopillou e TNV OMTIKA ywvia Tou anAwvetal o€ 6Ao to dacpa tng {wng
otnv Tpoogyylon tng Emutpomng, euBuypappiopévn  pe Tt Snuoypadikn
TIPOYHOTIKOTNTA TOU MELOUMEVOU Kal ynpackovia TMANBUoUoU, HE auEaVOUEVOUG
0pLOUOUG OLKOYEVELWV TPLWV KAl TECOAPWV YeVEWV. OL epyalOuevol yoveig aAAd Kall
oL eVAALKOL LE YNPOOUEVOUG YOVELG, OAoL XpelalovTal TOPOUG, UTINPECLES KaL XPOVO.

KaAwoopiloupe emiong to otOX0 TNG UTIOOTNPLENG TIEPLOCOTEPWY YUVOLKWV
OTNV ayopa pyaciog KoL MeEPLOCOTEPWV avipwv oe poAo mapoxng dpovtidag péoa
OTNV OLKOYEVELA. H €pyaolOKr) — OLKOYEVELOKI) LOOPPOTIA Kal N Lootnta Twv duo
dUAwWV aAAnloouumAnpwvovtal. H mpotaon tng Emutpomrg Sev emiBaiel €va
TPOTUTIO OLlKoyeVveLoKNG {wNG KoL opydavwong, oAAG TeEAKA odnyel og éva TMAEyua
umooTNPLENG TIou Sivel ETUAOYEG OTIC OLKOYEVELEG. To omolo elval KaAd, kabwg dev
oupBaivel to 6o oe OAeg TIc Eupwmaikég xwpeC. Motevoupe OtL n Eupwnn pmopet
va ouvelopEpel Betika otn {wn TG olkoyEvelag, kot w¢ «Coface OLKOYEVELEG TNG
Eupwnng» Ba kavoupe to KaAUtepo yla va Stacdpalicouvpe OTL N vEA VOUOBETIKNA
TPOTOON YLO TNV EPYACLAKN — OLKOYEVELAKN {wr) Ba mepAoEL.

YnoAoyiloupe otnv mAnpn umnootnptén tng AZMNE kot OAwv Twv PeAwV pag!
Madll urmopoUE Vo XTIOOUUE Lol KAAUTEPN KOWVWVIA yLa OAEC TIC OLKOYEVELEC.

MoA\ég euxoaplotieg ek pEpoug tn¢ «Coface Olkoyévele¢ tng Eupwmng»
(COFACE Families Europe), cag eUxopal KaBe emituxia oto cuvedpLo oac.



